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Child development is an ongoing process with certain sequences.  In 
general, when children reach a certain age and stage, they will have 
the corresponding changes in their physical, intellectual, language, 
behavioural and social abilities.  Both nature and nurture affect children’s 
development. While nature is important in determining the child's 
capabilities and temperament, early experiences also have an impact on 
the expression of gene and brain development, as well as his learning 
and social emotional performance.  Thus, nurturing care is of equal 
importance as genetics, and both interact with each other to shape 
children's development.

The following information describes in detail the developmental 
characteristics of children from two to six years old.  Teachers can also 
take reference to the Education Bureau (EDB) “Kindergarten Education 
Curriculum Guide” (2017).  When observe a child's development, teacher 
can pay attention to the following areas of development: 

	 Physical (including gross and fine motor development)

	 Intellectual

	 Language (including comprehension and expression)

	 Affective and social (including emotional, social and self-care 
abilities)

In reality, different areas of development are interrelated.  Sometimes it is 
difficult to draw a line between different areas of a child’s development.  
For instance, children’s intellectual development can be affected by their 
language ability, and their physical development can affect their social 
and self-care abilities.  Thus, the following content only defines different 
developmental areas conceptually.  In addition to observing a child’s 
developmental areas, teachers should remember also to interpret the 
performance from an overall perspective.

Moreover, the developmental characteristics described below only 
represent those of an average child.  Although every child follows similar 
developmental sequences, the pace can differ individually.  So, teachers 
should use the following information flexibly, and take reference from 
their everyday observations and experiences. 
	
(If teachers suspect a child has any developmental or learning problems, 
they can refer to Chapter 3 of this Manual – “How to Identify Children with 
Special Needs”)
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